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Nathan Zhou
“The Sound of Nature”
18 February - 2 April 2023

AIKE is pleased to present Nathan Zhou'’s solo exhibition, “The Sound of Nature”, inviting musician LINFENG to
present a sound piece on site. The show brings together the artist's paintings from the past two years and his

explorations in sculpture and installation. The exhibition will be on view from 18 February to 2 April 2023.

In the last three years, Nathan Zhou's practice and experiments have focused on analyzing and contemplating the self
and his inner psyche. As he shifts from acrylic to oil painting, he's inclined to represent images on a spiritual
dimension. These therianthropic figures (half-figure, half-animal) compete and play out their stories against an oneiric
background. Zhou’s use of color has shifted from the bright primary colors of the early years to blended and more

subdued today while employing more sophisticated brushwork without compromising his straightforwardness.

During the lockdown and uncertainty many experienced recently, Nathan Zhou painted many objects and images
with natural features, including flowers, cacti, woods, volcanoes, etc. These otherworldly imaginations have
transformed the artist’s studio into intriguing natural worlds where he traveled and willfully played beautiful music in
the mountains and forests, transforming reality into a dream world through music, meanwhile turning dreams into
painted realities. The repetitive pink vases in these pictures are like clues stringing together various scenes, conjuring
together the art artist's inner world like a group portrait.

In this exhibition, the sound piece, In the Dream of the Satin Bird, produced by musician Lin Feng, comprises an
audio experience that includes mysterious jungle rituals to the suspense of Hollywood-style oriental aesthetics. Lin
Feng is keen on constructing a cinematic narrative with music, allowing the listener to fall into the dream world he
has created.

About the Artists

Nathan Zhou

Born in 1980 in Dongguan, Guangzhou. He graduated from Guizhou University in English Language and Literature in
2004. He currently lives and works in Shanghai.

Nathan Zhou'’s work has been exhibited at Sifang Art Museum, Nanjing; chi K11 Art Space, Guangzhou; chi K11 Art
Museum, Shanghai; Power Station of Art, Shanghai; Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing; MoCA Shanghai; Shanghai
Himalayas Museum and SNAP. His selected solo exhibitions include “MARNI TMETEOR] Local Artist Program”,
MARNI Concept Flagship Store, Shanghai, China, 2022; “Henri Chinaski’s Short Stories Collection 2--William -
Marlowe - The Boring Balls”, Tabula Rasa Gallery, Beijing, China, 2021; “Give The Time Some Time”, POP-UP
GALLERY, Hangzhou, China, 2021; “Purity, Is The Most Beautiful”, LA VIE, G&G Creative Community, Shenzhen,
China, 2021; “Nathan Zhou: Just Hang Out, Breathe, Till 1 Die”, chi K11 art space, Guangzhou, China, 2019;
“STREET DOG”, AIKE, Shanghai, 2018; “Star Fires, Players Win—The Beautiful New World 1984”, Paper Wonder,
Xiamen, 2018; “Ghost Dog: The Way of The Lofi King”, Tabula Rasa Gallery, Beijing, 2017; “Henri Chinaski’s Short
Stories Collection”, AIKE, Shanghai, 2016; “Jericho”, Shanghai V Space, Shanghai, 2016.

LINFENG

From his early days as a bassist in band Garage to his present day career as an electronic music producer, LINFENG
has always maintained his creative energy and has his own unique approach to the exploration of Electronic,
Psychedelic Rock, Experimental and Funk music. His music is full of grooves and bass rhythms with psychedelic
synth sounds, mixed with a unique oriental aesthetic. His albums include Above the Skin, Little Dragon Palace,
Hanging Garden and Follow the Moon.



